
 

  Alex Hughes  
 Pipeline Safety & Risk Mitigation Manager 

 1775 Sampson Ave, ML8064 
 Corona, CA 92879 

949-697-2539 
AHughes@SoCalGas.com 

 
June 6, 2023          
                                               
Mr. Terence Eng, P.E., 
Program Manager, Gas Safety and Reliability Branch, 
Safety and Enforcement Division, 
California Public Utilities Commission, 
505 Van Ness Ave, 2nd Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Dear Mr. Eng: 
 
The Safety and Enforcement Division (SED) of the California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC) conducted a General Order (G.O.) 112-F Comprehensive Operation and 
Maintenance Inspection of Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas)’s NW North 
Valley Distribution Area on March 6 through March 10, 2023. SED staff reviewed 
maintenance activities records for the period of January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2022, and 
field inspections of a representative sample of the SoCalGas’ facilities in Valencia, Lancaster, 
and Branford districts. 
 
SED staff did not identify any probable violations of G.O. 112-F, Reference Title 49 CFR, Parts 
191& 192, but noted five (5) areas of concern. Attached are SoCalGas’ written responses. 
 
Please contact Alex Hughes at (949)697-2539 if you have any questions or need additional 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Alex Hughes 
Pipeline Safety and Risk Mitigation Manager 
 
CC:  
Larry Andrews, SoCalGas 
Mahmoud Intably, GSRB 
Kan-Wai Tong, GSRB 
Jesus Reyes, GSRB 
Claudia Almengor, GSRB 
 



2023 SoCalGas North Valley Distribution Audit Response 

 
Concern(s): 
Maintenance and Operations: Gas Pipeline Odorization (MO.GOODOR) 
 

Question Title, ID Odorization of Gas, MO.GOODOR.ODORIZE.P  
Question 1. Does the process ensure appropriate odorant levels are contained in its 

combustible gases in accordance with 192.625? 
References 192.605(b)(1) (192.625(a), 192.625(b), 192.625(c), 192.625(d), 192.625(e), 

192.625(f))  
Assets Covered Northwest - North Valley (87050 (67)) 
Issue Summary Title 49, CFR Part192, §192.605(b) states: 

"Maintenance and normal operations. The manual required by paragraph 
(a) of this section must include procedures for the following, if applicable, 
to provide safety during maintenance and operations." 

 
SoCalGas Gas Standard 189.005 "Operation of Odorometer" section 3.2.2 states: 
 

“Install the pressure regulator and verify the pressure indicating gauge 
reads 5 psig or below."  

 
During the field inspection on March 8, 2023, SED observed SoCalGas’ employee 
conducting an odorant intensity test at , Tehachapi using an 
uncalibrated pressure indicating gauge. Gauges experience wear and tear and 
accuracy degradation over time. To ensure accurate readings, employee safety, and 
best industry practices, SED recommends that SoCalGas revise its Gas Standard 
189.005 “Operation of Odorometer" to ensure calibrated pressure indicating gauges 
are used when conducting odorant intensity tests and promote safe operation of the 
pipeline system and safety to the employees. 

 
Response: 
Gas Standard 189.005 – Operation of Odorometer states to verify the pressure indicating gauge 
reads 5psig or below and references MSP 65-42 Mechanical Gauges – Pressure Indicating for 
more information. The Odorometer inlet supply pressure accuracy is not required, therefore 
indicating gauges are allowed. Per MSP 65-42 – Mechanical Gauges – Pressure Indicating there 
is no calibration interval for Indicating gauges. Indicating gauges can be verified against 
calibrated gas measurement equipment if defects are suspected.  
 
Maintenance and Operations: ROW Markers, Patrols, Leakage Survey and Monitoring 
(MO.RW)  
 

Question Title, ID Distribution Leakage Surveys, MO.RW.DISTPATROLLEAKAGE.R (also 
presented in: PD.RW)  







Training and Qualification: OQ Protocol 9 (TQ.PROT9) 
 

Question Title, ID Covered Task Performance, TQ.PROT9.TASKPERFORMANCE.O  
Question 2. Verify the qualified individuals performed the observed covered tasks in 

accordance with the operator's procedures or operator approved contractor 
procedures. 

References 192.801(a) (192.809(a))  
Assets Covered Northwest - North Valley (87050 (67)) 
Issue Summary 

 
Title 49, CFR Part192, §192.605(a) states: 
 

"Each operator shall prepare and follow for each pipeline, a manual of 
written procedures for conducting operations and maintenance activities 
and for emergency response..."  

 
SoCalGas Gas Standard 189.005 "Operation of Odorometer" section 3.2.2 states: 
 

“Install the pressure regulator and verify the pressure indicating gauge 
reads 5 psig or below."  

 
During the field inspection on March 9, 2023, SED observed SoCalGas’ employee 
conducting odorant intensity test at , Santa Clarita, CA 
91321 without installing the pressure regulator and verifying the pressure 
indicating gauge reads 5 psig or below.  
 
SED recommends that SoCalGas review the performance of its employee and take 
the necessary steps to ensure that the employee is following the written Gas 
Standard when conducting the odorant intensity test and to ensure safe operation of 
the pipeline system. 

 

 
Response: 
SoCalGas agrees the employee failed to follow the procedure in its entirety, by not verifying 
with a pressure gauge that the gas pressure was 5 psig or less. The employee explained that he 
knew of the requirement to verify, with a pressure gauge, that the pressure was 5 psig or less, but 
because he knew the pressure was at inches water column, since the bypass was after the 
regulator at the MSA, he did not perform that step. The employee has been counseled to follow 
the procedures as written. 




