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June 5, 2024

California Public Utilities Commission
Terra Curtis, Director
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214

Re: Joint Comments Supporting Draft Resolution TL-19150 and Waymo Advice Letter 0002

Dear Director Curtis,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments, which are being submitted by the
below-signed seven leaders who represent the interests of regional, statewide and national
nonprofit and advocacy organizations that advocate for the safety of pedestrians, cyclists and all
road users who choose to move through their cities using alternate transportation.

These signatories have lost best friends, children, spouses, neighbors and have had their
bodies and mobility permanently changed by road violence. This is an epidemic in our country,
and our state is responsible for nearly 10% of road deaths in the U.S., with the Los Angeles
Times reporting road deaths surpassed homicides for the first time in 2023.

Serious injuries and fatalities disproportionately impact people bicycling and walking, especially
in our most disadvantaged communities. Instead, Waymo’s fully autonomous vehicles can make
roads safer for the thousands of Californians. Speeding is one of the leading causes of roadway
deaths nationally, and unfortunately “[m]ore than two thirds of California drivers reported driving
10 miles per hour over the speed limit on freeways.”[1] In contrast, Waymo’s autonomous
vehicle technology will not speed to rush through a yellow light, will not be distracted at a stop
sign, and does not text while driving.

Waymo has demonstrated a strong commitment to working with our community to take our
needs into account as they expand in northern and southern California, sharing how their
technology detects and interacts with our most vulnerable road users, including its robust
anti-dooring feature, listening to community concerns and seeking feedback on what other road
users expect if they’re to safely share the road with this technology.

Earlier this year, we strongly supported the approval of Waymo’s Advice Letter 0002. We
respectfully request that the Commission vote to approve Draft Resolution TL-19150 at the

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-01-25/traffic-deaths-surpass-homicides-in-los-angeles
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earliest possible voting meeting. Our organizations agree that the Consumer Protection and
Enforcement Division approval of Waymo’s Advice Letter 0002 was neither “unlawful” nor
“erroneous” and that the March 1st approval should be affirmed.

Sincerely,

Kendra Ramsey, Executive Director, California Bicycle Coalition
Eli Kaufman, Executive Director, BikeLA (formerly Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition)
Damian Kevitt, Executive Director, Streets Are For Everyone (SAFE)
Clarrissa Cabansagan, Executive Director, Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition
Kevin C. Shin, Co-Executive Director, California Walks
David Waechter, Executive Director, 3 Feet Please
Torine Creppy, Executive Director, Safe Kids Worldwide

[1] California Department of Public Health,
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Cr
ash%20Medical%20Outcomes%20Data%20(CMOD)%20Project/CMOD_SpeedingDataBrief_20
10-2020.pdf (Feb 2024)
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