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June 4, 2024 

 

California Public Utilities Commission 

Terra Curtis, Director 

Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division 

505 Van Ness Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102-3214 

Dear Director Curtis,  

As the leading nonprofit in the U.S. serving victims of drunk and drug-impaired driving and 

working to end this violent crime, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) recognizes the need 

for technology to stop people from making the dangerous choice to drive impaired.  

Every 78 seconds in the U.S., someone is killed or injured in an alcohol-impaired crash. Drunk 

driving continues to be the leading cause of traffic deaths, claiming more than 13,000 lives in both 

2022 and 2021 - levels not seen since 2007. Drivers are increasingly testing positive for other drugs 

and combinations of substances, contributing to historic rises in roadway deaths.  

The crisis on our roads demands solutions. Autonomous technology that is now in development can 

help prevent tragedies on our roads caused by drivers impaired by alcohol and other drugs, and 

distracted and drowsy drivers. Autonomous vehicles don’t drive impaired or get tired or distracted, 

and they increase access to transportation.  

Advanced vehicle technology such as autonomous vehicles is a pillar of MADD’s Campaign to 

Eliminate Drunk Driving. MADD supports the safe development and deployment of autonomous 

technology, and we value our partnership and shared mission with autonomous vehicle companies 

like Waymo. 

Since our founding in 1980, MADD has helped save more than 400,000 lives, reduce drunk driving 

deaths and promote designating a non-drinking driver when plans include consuming alcohol and 

other impairing drugs. While great progress in highway safety has been made over the past four 

decades, traffic fatalities, injuries and crashes continue to take an enormous toll on communities 

and families. We urge you to make every effort to address the public health problem of impaired 

driving to make streets safer for everyone. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Patricia Rillera 

California State Executive Director 

 


