
 
Terra Curtis, Director 

Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division 

California Public Utilities Commission 

505 Van Ness Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102-3214 

 

Re: Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association (AVIA) Comments in Support of Draft Resolution TL-19150 

 

June 4, 2024 

 

Dear Director Curtis,  

 

The Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association (“AVIA”) is writing to request that the Public Utilities Commission’s 

(“Commission”) vote to approve Draft Resolution TL-19150 at the earliest possible voting meeting. AVIA agrees that the 

Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division approval of Waymo LLC’s (“Waymo”) Advice Letter 0002 was neither 

“unlawful” nor “erroneous” and that the March 1st approval should be affirmed. 

 

As stated in our original letter in support of Waymo’s Advice Letter 0002 (Tier 2) - Passenger Safety Plan Update, AVIA 

is composed of the world’s leading technology, ridesharing, trucking, and automotive companies. Our mission is to realize 

the benefits of autonomous vehicles (i.e., SAE Levels 4- and 5-capable vehicles) and support the safe and expeditious 

deployment of these technologies. 

 

AVs have tremendous safety, mobility, and environmental benefits, and they are already saving lives, changing the way 

we move goods and people, and contributing to critical sustainability goals. AVs will dramatically improve safety on our 

roads and highways, including for passengers and other drivers, as well as pedestrians and cyclists. In 2022, nearly 43,000 

people died on U.S. roads in crashes. That’s over 117 people every day.  The ongoing tragedy on our roadways 

underscores the need to support AV deployment. AVs are positioned to reduce fatal traffic crashes because, unlike human 

drivers, AVs will never drive impaired, drowsy, or distracted—all major contributors to roadway deaths. Moreover, 

California is home to millions of individuals—including seniors and those with visual impairments—who stand to greatly 

benefit from the increased safety and mobility that widespread AV deployment will bring. In addition to offering safety 

and mobility benefits, autonomous driving technology can also help reduce traffic congestion, improve environmental 

quality, and advance transportation efficiency. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our input and we respectfully request that the Commission vote to approve Draft 

Resolution TL-19150 at the earliest possible voting meeting. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Farrah 

Chief Executive Officer 

Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association 


