
June 5, 2024

California Public Utilities Commission
Terra Curtis, Director
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214

Re: Santa Moncia Families for Safe Streets Comments Supporting Draft Resolution TL-19150
and Waymo Advice Letter 0002

Dear California Public Utilities Commission,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. Santa Monica Families for Safe
Streets is a group of parents and those concerned for the safety of children who walk and bike
for fun or mobility.

There is a road safety epidemic in our country, and our state is responsible for nearly 10% of
road deaths in the U.S., with Los Angeles seeing road violence outnumber homicides for the
first time last year.

We think that the introduction of AVs in California should be well-regulated for the safety of
people outside of the vehicles and thus far our leaders and members have had a good
experience with Waymos as a passenger or as someone outside of the vehicle who
experienced the Waymo when biking or walking.

We believe that the CPUC (and DMV) should hold Waymo and other providers of mobility
services using highly-automated vehicles accountable. We believe that well-regulated EVs will
lead to safer streets for us and our families, and so far it seems that Waymo is meeting these
high standards.

Serious injuries and fatalities disproportionately impact people bicycling and walking, especially
in our most disadvantaged communities. Waymo’s fully autonomous vehicles can make roads
safer for the thousands of Californians who lose their lives while walking and biking by removing
human error and observing rules of the road, such as speed limits, which many human drivers
fail to do.

Waymo has demonstrated a strong commitment to working with our community to take our
needs into account as they expand in southern California, sharing how their technology detects
and interacts with our most vulnerable road users, listening to concerns and seeking feedback.

We respectfully request that the Commission vote to approve Draft Resolution TL-19150 and
affirm the staff’s recommendation that the approval be upheld to allow Waymo to continue to
operate.

Sincerely,
Santa Monica Families for Safe Streets
www.santamonicafamilies.org

http://www.santamonicafamilies.org

